\ ' 



Chicago Daily 

MONDAY, MAY 5, 1975 • 15 CENTS CHICAGO AND SUBURBS • 25 CENTS 

©1975 by Field Enterprises Inc. 100th Year, Number 108 48 Pages In 4 Sections 


































rl 








' ! 






II 


1 










' ■■ 










: 1 













;cv- 






m - r 'A 






l.'-Vj 








; 1 


V ' 






: : . I 





1 . ' 






’ X- 




n 




1 

















Charge aid 
in break-in 
at church 

By Larry Green 
and Rob Warden 

© 1975, Chicago Daily News 

Chicago police intelligence 
officers and a military in- 
telligence group here helped a 
right-wing paramilitary orga- 
nization spy on the defense of 
the Chicago 7 in 1969 and 1970, 
informants have told The 
Daily News. 

Specifically, Chicago police 
'personnel checked out a bur- 
glar alarm system for a break- 
in by the right-wing group, in- 
formants said. 

The military unit supplied an 
electronic surveillance . device 
for another spy effort and ac- 
cepted documents stolen in 
still other incidents, according 
to the informants. 

AMONG THE incidents, all 
carried out by members of the 
Legion of Justice, a right-wing 
organization, that terrorized 
and' disrupted antiwar activi- 
ties in the Chicago area, were: 

• The theft of records from 
the Chicago 7 defense office,, 28 
E. Jackson Blvd., during the 
trial of seven antiwar activists 
accused of conspiring to incite 
to riot at the 1968 Democratic 
National Convention. 

• The break-in at Our Lady of 
the Mount Roman Catholic 
Church, 2412 S. 61st, Cicero, on 
June 26, 1970. 

• The planting of an elec- 
tronic bugging device in the of- 
fices of the American Friends 
Service Committee- (Quakers) 
at.407 S. Dearborn, in 1970. 

INFORMANTS said each in- 
cident was designed to obtain 
information on the Chicago 7 
defense. 

The “bug” was planted be- 
cause members of the Con- 
spiracy 7 occasionally used the 
Quaker’s office for strategy 
sessions. 

The wedge-shaped device was 



planted under a table in the of- £ 
fice of the director, where con- f 
ferences frequently were held. | 
The device has not been recov- f 
ered. g 

THE CHURCH break-in, | 
which was the last major orga- ^ 
nized activity of the Legion of 
Justice, was undertaken be- 
cause military intelligence of- 
ficers believed records belong- 
ing to defendants in the federal 
conspiracy trial were hidden 
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there, informants said. No 
such records were found. 

While the break-in was done 
at the behest of the 113th Mili- 
tary Intelligence Group, the 
burglar alarm systems at the 
church were investigated be- 
fore the raid by members of 
the Chicago Police Intelligence 
unit and its findings were pro- 
vided to Legion of Justice 
members, informants said. 

Priests at the church, which 
was invaded by gun-wielding 
men, later.said about $1,000 in 
cash and several watches were 
taken in the raid. 

ON MORE than one occasion 
members of the Legion of Jus- 
tice visited the Chicago 7 of- 
fices and walked off with 
records, including some listing 
financial contributors to the 
defense. These records were 
turned over to the 113th, which 
was then based in Evanston, 
informants said. 

A spokesperson for the Chi- 
cago Police Department de- 



clined to commit on the 
charges since the matter of po- 
lice spying is currently “in liti- 
gation.” 

the U.S. attorney here at;^the 
time of the Chicago 7 trial and 
who prosecuted It, denied' any 
knowledge of the spying. \ 

He said he had “absolutely 
no recollection” of any Army 
involvement. Foran added that 
he “doubted” that any infor- 
mation used by him came 
from the Army unit and said 
he “absolutely” never saw any 
reports of defense strategy. 

The Army has denied in- 
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volvement in any of the mat- 
ters disclosed by The Daily 
News, basing their denial on 
“available records and person- 
nel.” 

CHARGES OF military spy- 
ing on the Chicago 7 are not 
new, though this is the first 
disclosure relating these in- 
cidents to that trial. 

In November, 1973, John M. 
O’Brien, a former sergeant in 
the 113tii Military Intelligence 
Group, testified the govern- 
ment accepted documents sto- 
len from the Chicago 7 offices. 

O’Brien, who declined to 
comment on the matter when 
contacted by The Daily News, 
testified that reports on the 
spying went to the FBI, the 
Secret Service a#.d the Chicago 
Police Department. 

The former military: spy’s 
testimony was contradicted by 
his former superior, a civilian 
intelligence expert assigned to 
the Pentagon who once headed 
the 113th, 'Thomas Filkins. 

,U.S. ATTORNEY James R. 
■IhompsoB also took the stand 
to discredit O’Brien, who was 
a key witness in a civil suit 
against the Army- by the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union. Thompson defended the 
government and the 113th in' 
that suit.' 

In 1973, Thomas West, a Chi- ; 
cago police investigator cur- ’ 
rently under subpena by the 
Cook County grand jury in- 
vestigating police spying, de- 
nied he spied on the Chicago 7. 
West was a member of the po- , 
- lice intelligence unit and was. 
assigned to spy on antiwar' 
groups in the Chicago area. 

Another witness in the, 1973 
court fight over spy activities 
against the Chicago 7 testified 
that he was paid to be an infor- 
mant by John J. Clarke, a for- 
mer Chicago Police Depart- 
ment consultant and spy for 
Mayor Richard j. Daley. , 

Clarke also is under subpena 
and is considered a key wit- 
n e s s in the current in- 
vestigation. 




